
By Josh Thompson

Chino Police Chief Karen 
Comstock is calling for im-
provements to the northern 
area of the California Insti-
tution for Men in Chino, fol-
lowing Sunday's escape of 
a 33-year-old inmate who 
was captured less than 24 
hours later in the San Di-
ego County city of Encini-
tas.

“This is the third oldest 
prison in the state. It’s a 
very diffi cult institution to 
search because of how it is 
laid out,” Chief Comstock 
said Tuesday. “The por-

tion of the facility where the 
inmate escaped does not 
have an electric fence.”

Michael Garrett, 33, a 
San Diego County resi-
dent, escaped from his 
prison dormitory  sometime 
between 4 and 9 p.m. Sun-
day, said California Depart-
ment of Corrections and 
Rehabilitations spokes-
woman Krissi Khokhobash-
vili.

He was the fi rst inmate 
since March 21, 2003 to 
escape the prison at 14901 
Central Ave., prison offi -
cials said.  That inmate—
Robert Raymord Nira of 

Riverside County— was 
captured six weeks later at 
a home in Paramount.

“At around 9:15 p.m., it 
was discovered that Mr. 
Garrett was not accounted 
for during the evening in-
mate count. An emergency 
search was immediately 
conducted, and Mr. Garrett 
was not found. Escape pro-
cedures were immediately 
activated,” Ms. Khokho-
bashvili said.

Chief Comstock said her 
department got a call at 
9:48 p.m. from the prison 
saying they had a “Stage 
1” problem, meaning they 
were performing an emer-
gency inmate count.

“Offi cers went to the pris-
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Prison escapee caught in less than 24 hours

Michael Garrett

Health in the valley
Council 
member 
accused 
of violating 
Brown Act

By Erin Tobin

He called it “the hardest 
thing he ever had to do.” 

Former Chino mayor 
Larry Walker made this 
statement Dec. 19 during  
a city council meeting be-
fore bringing up an accu-
sation that one Chino city 
councilman was guilty of 
violating the Brown Act by 
having private conferences 
with other council members 
regarding the failed Chino 
Francis Estates project.

Finishing what he started 
on Dec. 19, Mr. Walker ac-
cused Paul Rodriguez with-
out naming him at Tues-
day’s city council meeting.

Mr. Rodriguez is the new-
est member of the Chino 
city council, having been 
appointed on July 18 to re-
place Glenn Duncan.

"An unintended conse-
quence of my presentation 
at the last meeting was 
people speculating who
the comments were about," 
Mr. Walker said on Tues-
day. "The comments were 
not about Councilman El-
rod, they were not about 
Councilman Haughey, they 
were not about Councilman 
George and if you remem-
ber the subject matter, you 
know they weren't about 
the mayor." 

Mr. Rodriguez said he 
had no comment about the 
accusation. 

The Brown Act
The Brown Act is the 

state’s open meeting law 
that requires public agen-
cies to make their deci-
sions in open forum where 
they can be observed by 
the public, except under 
specifi c circumstances.  

According to the leg-
islation, serial meetings 
between multiple offi cials 
either in person or by 
telephone or fax or go-be-
tweens, constitute a meet-
ing to develop a collective 
concurrence as to action 
are prohibited. 

Mr. Walker said he 
brought the accusation 
back up during the public 
hearing section of Tues-
day's council meeting, be-
cause he heard no action 
regarding the fi ndings he 
brought forward during the 
Dec. 19 council meeting 
when the Chino Francis 
Estates project was dis-
cussed.

"It's been said, 'if you see 
something, say something' 

Don Bremer, former school principal, dies
Former Chino educator and 

local philanthropist Donald D. 
Bremer died Sunday morn-
ing at his home in Oceanside. 
Services will be held Sunday 
and Monday January 28 and 
29.

Mr. Bremer was a school 
administrator here for 26 
years, the last 14 as princi-
pal of Boys Republic High 
School.

He was born in 1934 in 
Sioux City, Iowa and received 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Wayne State Teachers Col-
lege in 1958, majoring in edu-
cation and industrial arts. He 
and his wife Carol were given 
the college’s alumni achieve-
ment award in 2012.

He served in the Army in 
1954 during the Korean War, 
spending several months 
at the White Sands missile 
testing grounds in New Mex-
ico, during which he married 
Carol, his college sweetheart. 
He was discharged in 1956 
after also serving at the Fort 
Monroe Nike missile base in 

Virginia. 
After he graduated he and 

his family moved to Chino, 
where Mr. Bremer taught 
math and drafting while at-
tending Cal Poly University. 
He received a master’s de-
gree in school administration 
from Cal State Los Angeles 
in 1962. In 1966, he became 
summer school principal, was 
vice principal at Ramona Ju-
nior High from 1967 to 1978, 
then went to Boys Republic. 
He was a board member for 
the Chino Teachers Asso-
ciation and a president of the 
Chino Administrators Asso-
ciation. He left Boys Republic 
in 1992 after 35 years in edu-
cation,

Mr. Bremer was a president 
of the Chino Rotary Club, 
a member of the Big Bear 
Rotary after he and Carol 
moved there in retirement, 
and a substantial contributor 
to the Rotary Foundation and 
Boys Republic. He was also a 
member of the Elks and Ma-
sonic lodges.

Tenth extension granted to center
By Marianne Napoles

Chino Valley Center, LLC, 
has received its 10th one-
year time extension for its 
commercial center on the 
southeast corner of Euclid 
Avenue and Kimball Avenue 
in Chino.

The Chino planning com-
mission voted 6-0 on Mon-
day, with Robert Nastase ab-
sent, to approve the request.

To date, only an Arco AM/
PM gas station has been 
constructed on the north-
west corner of the 3.23-acre 
site, according to a city staff 
report. 

“We’re going on the 10th 
year,” said vice chairman 

Brandon Blanchard. “What’s 
going on?”

Melissa Beeler, represen-
tative for the applicant, said 
an Archibald’s Restaurant 
will be built as soon as the 
city issues building permits. 
She said the applicant is a 
very small developer and 
has been fi nancially unable 
to build based on an analy-
sis of marketing conditions. 
“However, that is starting to 
shift with industrial growth 
and residential growth,” she 
said. “We’re looking at next 
fi scal year.”

Commissioner Walt Po-
cock wanted assurance that 
trees were being maintained. 
Ms. Beeler said a landscape 

maintenance plan is being 
followed.

According to the staff re-
port, two sycamore trees 
were replaced on the site in 
2015 because of damage 
from severe pruning. Other 
trees were also severely 
trimmed but survived. Since 
then, the applicant was re-
quired to have a licensed 
arborist inspect the trees an-
nually. 

City planner Warren Mo-
relion said the latest inspec-
tion from the arborist and city 
staff determined the trees 
are healthy and in good con-
dition. He said there is no 
longer a need for an arborist 
report.

In retirement he spent time 
on their investment business, 
which included 345 apart-
ments, homes and a  medical 
complex in Chino.

Besides his wife of 62 years, 
Carol, his survivors include 
three sons, seven grandchil-
dren, fi ve great grandchildren 

and a sister.
Viewing will be held Sun-

day, Jan. 28, at Forest Lawn 
in Covina. A celebration of life 
and reception will be held the 
next day at the First Christian 
Church of Pomona.

(See the obituary placed by 
the family on Page B3.)

Champion fi le photo

Former Boys Republic principal Don Bremer 
(right) is shown with his wife, Carol.

on. Our job was to set up a 
perimeter around the pris-
on while prison offi cials try 
to determine what is hap-
pening,” Chief Comstock 
said.

She said Mr. Garrett was 
having a problem with pris-
on offi cials that night, and 
was possibly in a “mental 
health collapse.” 

Sometime Sunday, the 
inmate left his dorm in a 
minimum-security facil-
ity and went to an area to 
grab equipment to help him 
escape through a northern 
fence line. 

See ESCAPEE, Page A2

Madrona project
struck down by 
Supreme Court
By Marianne Napoles

After a 17-year long bat-
tle, the California Supreme 
Court last week rejected 
a developer’s request to 
review the Madrona hous-
ing project in Brea, east of 
Olinda Village, effectively 
ending all litigation.

Many Chino Hills resi-
dents engaged in a cam-

paign against the develop-
ment that proposed 162 
homes on 367 hillside acres 
because of concerns about 
potential impacts to Carbon 
Canyon Road.

The project had only one 
way in and out—Carbon 
Canyon Road on which 
1,600 more vehicles per day 
were projected.

See MADRONA, Page A3
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See VIOLATION, Page A3

Many people enjoy the potential health benefi ts of yoga. To learn more about this activity, and 
other ways to stay healthy and happy in 2018, read the special Healthy Living section on Pages 
AA1-AA10. 
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Trumark Companies is celebrating its 30th year, and we’re here to bring 

you a January full of Trumark. Join us at our exciting upcoming events 

and find your brand new home. Don’t miss out on the celebration. 

Register today for your invitation to our January events!

* On specific Bristol homesites only. See a sales representative for details. Dates are tentative and subject to change. Trumark Homes reserves the right to make 
modifications in materials, specifications, plans, pricing, various fees, designs, scheduling and delivery of homes without prior notice. All dimensions and square 
footages are approximate. Plans and dimensions may contain minor variations from floor to floor. Homes shown do not represent actual homesites for sale. 
Models do not reflect racial preference. CalBRE license #01877720.    
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Register for Your Invitation to the  

Model Grand Opening!

76 New Two-Story Homes

Approx. 2,442 – 2,566 Sq. Ft.

From the High $700,000s

MODEL GRAND OPENING JAN. 20! 

BRISTOL in Chino Hills

Join Our Interest List for  

More Information!

Two-Story Single-Family  

Detached Homes

Three-Story Attached Townhomes

From the Mid $500,000s 

UP TO $30K IN INCENTIVES!*

CENTERHOUSE in Ontario

Register for Your Invitation to the  

Preview Event!

114 New Flats & Two-Story Townhomes

Approx. 1,430 – 1,946 Sq. Ft.

From the Mid $300,000s

PREVIEW EVENT JAN. 27!

LEWIS+MASON in Anaheim

Join Our Interest List for  

More Information!

153 New Three-Story Townhomes 

Approx. 1,554 – 2,185 Sq. Ft. 

From the Mid $500,000s

COMING SOON!

N E W  S O C A L 

COMMUNITIES By

Celebrate with Trumark!

TrumarkSoCal.com

BRISTOL

BRISTOL

For more information about our Southern California neighborhoods  

and to register for the January events, please visit

and

INVITE YOU TO OUR 18TH ANNUAL

BUSINESS MIXER

Thursday, January 25, 2018

5:30 to 7:30 pm

14245 Pipeline Ave.

Chino, CA 91710

(909) 393-8880

Chino Commercial Bank

...we’ve got you covered

Win a TV! Come introduce yourself!

Promote your business!

Violation
Continued from Page A1

and that's what I've done," 
Mr. Walker said.

Public record
Records that Mr. Walker 

released to the Chino city 
attorney Fred Galante on 
Dec. 19 include screen-
shots of a supposed text 
conversation between two 
members of the community 
and Paul Rodriguez. 

Last year, the Supreme 
Court of California deter-
mined that texts and emails 
of public employees are 
public record if they con-
cern offi cial business, thus 
making them accessible by 
a public records request. 

Two conversations
One text conversation 

supposedly between Mr. 
Rodriguez and a commu-
nity member is dated Sep-
tember 13, 2017.

“Was just curious, how do 
you know it will be a 4 to 
1 vote against the mayor’s 
plan for a building moratori-
um?” the community mem-
ber asked.

“I have spoken to all the 
council,” states a text mes-
sage labeled as being from 
Paul Rodriguez. 

In a longer text conversa-
tion taking place over two 
days labeled Aug. 30 and 
Aug. 31, Mr. Rodriguez 
supposedly states that the 
council is 4 to 1 against the 
Yorba Francis Estates proj-
ects. 

The comments labeled 
as coming from him repeat-
edly state that Mayor Eu-
nice Ulloa is the only per-
son against the project. 

“She wants it her way, 
that’s all. How many people 
want and afford horses?” 
one message supposedly 
coming from Rodriguez 
states. “They (the other 
council members) all like it. 
Eunice has her own agen-
da. That’s not good lead-
ership, Chino will develop 
without her.” 

The Aug. 31 conversation 
also points to Mr. Rodri-
guez hoping that develop-
ments like the Chino Fran-
cis Estates and another 
project described at the 
Kramer property on Fran-
cis and Telephone avenues 

will be “model develop-
ments for the city.”

“I need the residents in 
District 1 to understand the 
development plan and the 
facts and not emotional slo-
gans," another text states. 

Mr. Walker said the texts 
are proof that the council-
man violated the Brown 
Act.

Looking for an outcome
Mr. Walker said he 

passed the information on 
to the district attorney’s 
offi ce as well, and hasn't 
heard a response for them 
either. 

"I have not threatened 
any litigation on this," Mr. 
Walker said. "If the City of 
Chino and the district at-
torney feel that the activi-
ties that have taken place 
are not of concern, it will 
be mildly surprising, but I 
guess we'll live with it. "

City attorney Fred Galan-
te recommended that "be-
cause this is turned over to 
the district attorney it would 
not be appropriate for the 
council member or anyone 
else to speak on these is-
sues.”

Madrona
Continued from Page A1

An emergency access with 
a break-away gate would 
have been located at the top 
of Olinda Drive.

“Caretaking and steward-
ship now have a stronger 
toehold in our little corner of 
the world,” said Claire Schlot-
terbeck, executive director of 
Hills for Everyone, the group 
that fi led the lawsuit and 
founded the Chino Hills State 

Park.
“Thank God it is over and 

what a shame we had to 
go through this,” she said. 
“Winning at the political deci-
sion level is always our fi rst 
choice and litigation is a very 
distant last choice.”

Hills for Everyone and its 
co-petitioners won at the Su-
perior Court level in 2015 and 
the Appellate Court level in 
2017, which ruled that Brea 
violated its own general plan.

“All we ever asked was 
that the City of Brea follow 
its own rules,” Ms. Schlotter-

beck said.
The city will now need to 

be ordered by the Supreme 
Court judge to revoke all ap-
provals the council granted 
for the project in June 2014 
on a 4-1 vote.

The landowner is Old Stan-
dard Life Insurance Com-
pany because the developer, 
Shopoff Group, went bank-
rupt. 

When the insurance com-
pany went bankrupt, the 
State of Idaho was appointed 
trustee to manage the proj-
ect. 

Parade faces scrutiny
The Kiwanis Club of Chino 

Hills boat parade will be dis-
cussed at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
during the Chino Hills city 
council meeting at 14000 
City Center Drive.

According to a city report, 
the boat parade is fraught 
with signifi cant unaccount-
ed liability and ethical con-
cerns and has been operat-
ing without a special event 
permit from the city. 

In doing so, the event has 
circumvented the process 
to provide necessary input 
and oversight from subject 
matter experts in their re-
spective fi elds of local gov-
ernment.

The parade has also oper-
ated without the protection 
of parade liability insurance, 
according to the report.

The operating budget for 
city staff for last month’s 

parade was $15,635 and for 
the police department it was 
$10,370, according to the 
report.

An interoffi ce memo pre-
pared by the police depart-
ment stated that the costs 
to provide equipment and 
personnel for a closed pa-
rade route in 2018 would be 
$61,324 for the police and 
$10,000 for the city’s public 
works department.


