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Residents who have signed up with 
Chino Notify have recieved alerts that, 
starting Monday, a portion of Mill Creek  
Avenue will be temporarily closed in 
both directions, elminating the road as a 
throughfare between Pine and Bickmore 
avenues. 

Pedestrian crosswalk equipment will 
be installed and the road is scheduled to 
be re-opened Monday, Nov. 20.

Motorists are encouraged to use West 
Preserve Loop to access Pine and Bick-
more avenues. 

Closed for a crosswalk
Chino 
council 
considers 
cannabis 
ordinance

By Erin Tobin

Everything grows in Chino, 
but if you want to grow per-
sonal use marijuana in the 
city, you will have to grow it 
indoors. 

Residents are limited to six 
plants.

Those specifi cations were 
part of an ordinance ap-
proved by the Chino city 
council Tuesday, following 
the passage of Proposition 
64 last November by Cali-
fornia voters, allowing recre-
ational and medicinal mari-
juana use legally in the state. 

Individual cities are allowed 
to decide what commercial 
activity is allowed in their ju-
risdiction. 

While a city can’t prohibit 
legal marijuana delivery
to travel through the city, it 
can prohibit marijuana busi-
nesses and the commercial 
cultivation of the plant in city 
limits. 

Chino city attorney Fred 
Galante said the ordinance is 
on the conservative side, but 
not one of the most conser-
vative policies. 

 “Anyone looking to estab-
lish a commercial marijuana 
business must secure a li-
cense from the state as well 
as the local jurisdiction,” Mr. 
Galante said. “They have to 
ensure the (city) authorizes 
the particular use before the 
state will issue a license. The 
cities are authorized to ban 
all commercial uses.”

The ordinance accepted by 
the Chino city council does 
just that, completely eliminat-
ing any sort of commercial 
marijuana activity in the city 
limits. 

The state of California will 
issue 20 types of permits to 
commercial marijuana busi-
nesses, ranging from small 
business outdoor cultiva-
tion to the manufacturing of 
marijuana products to testing 
laboratories. 

Chino’s ordinance will pro-
hibit all 20 business types 
from operating in the city 
limits. Deliveries cannot origi-
nate in the city. 

Personal use 
Individuals will be allowed 

to grow up to six plants inside 
a private residence, but that 
too comes with regulations.

The plants must be com-
pletely indoors, whether in a 
home or apartment, or inside 
an enclosed accessory struc-
ture such as a shed or green-
house. 

Plants must not be visible 
from a neighboring property 
or the public right-of-way.

Any odor from the plant 
must not be detectable by the 
public, so the homes must 
have functioning ventilation 
and fi ltration systems that 
comply with all applicable 
building code regulations. 

Lighting must not exceed 
rated wattage and must be 
confi ned to the interior of the 
home or structure. 

Homes where marijuana is 
grown are not allowed to ex-
ceed the maximum rating of 
the approved electrical panel 
for the residence. 

“Outdoor and visible mari-
juana plants, which can grow 
quite large, are a concern 
from both safety and enforce-
ment issues,” Mr. Galante 
said.  

Homes with marijuana 
plants are also required to 

Industry says it will provide "a space for people"
By Marianne Napoles

The City of Industry reiter-
ated its commitment to use 
the 2,450-acre Tres Herma-
nos Ranch for open space, 
public use, and preservation 
purposes, after the Depart-
ment of Finance announced 
last week that it would take 
no action on the sale.

Industry is also stating 
that it is not proposing a 
450-megawatt solar facility.

A plan will be developed in 
the coming months, accord-
ing to Industry city manager 

Paul Philips.
“We will work collabora-

tively with interested stake-
holders and residents to ul-
timately create a space for 
people to enjoy,” Mr. Philips 
said in a statement released 
after the Department of Fi-
nance announced its deci-
sion on Nov. 2.

Tres Hermanos is locat-
ed on both sides of Grand 
Avenue in Chino Hills and 
Diamond Bar. The oversight 
board governing the sale of 
the land voted 4-3 in August 
to sell the property to the 

City of Industry for $41.65 
million.

The board is requiring In-
dustry to include a restric-
tive covenant that would not 
allow the land to be used 
for any purpose other than 
a renewable energy project, 
open space, public use, and 
preservation.

Chino Hills councilman 
Peter Rogers said he was 
surprised that the Depart-
ment of Finance validated 
the purchase. 

“We were given the im-
pression they would review 

this case after our team met 
with them in Sacramento,” 
he said. “We had a feel-
ing they would understand 
that something wasn’t right 
about this.”

Mr. Rogers said his gut 
feeling is that the state 
would rather have the 
courts render a decision.

“Until this shroud of se-
crecy is unveiled, the City 
of Chino Hills will stay vigi-
lant in seeking information 
that defi nes this project,” he 
said.

Diamond Bar city man-

ager Dan Fox said that al-
though his city had hoped 
the Department of Finance 
would review the sale as it 
had initially stated, it does 
provide the opportunity to 
put the matter in front of the 
court.

Mr. Fox said the sale of 
Tres Hermanos must be 
consistent with the succes-
sor agency’s long-range
property management plan 
that requires the land be 
sold in a manner that maxi-

ABOVE: West Meridian Park 
is located at the section of Mill 
Creek that will be closed to traf-
fi c in both directions on Monday 
Nov. 13 through Monday Nov. 20. 

RIGHT: A traffi c sign announces 
that the road will be closed. 

Champion photos 
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Applications sought for Chino commission
Applications will be ac-

cepted until 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 1 for three 
scheduled vacancies on 
the Chino planning com-
mission. The termed-out 
positions are for a four-year 
term beginning in January 
2018.

One seat was vacated by 
Harvey Luth when he was 
selected to serve on the 
Chino Valley Fire District 
board. The other two seats 
are currently occupied by 
Kathleen Patterson and 
Sherman Jones.

All three spots had terms 

beginning in 2014 and end-
ing in 2018.

The Chino planning com-
mission meets the fi rst 
and third Monday of each 
month. The commission 
reviews new development 
applications and makes 
recommendations to the 

city council on planning, 
land use, and development.

Applications are available 
at the city clerk’s offi ce on 
the second fl oor of city hall 
and on the city website at 
cityofchino.org.

Information: city clerk An-
gela Robles, 334-3306. See CANNABIS, Page A2

Saluting those who served

U.S. Army veteran James Bradley reads a thank 
you note written by a student at Levi Dickey El-
ementary in appreciation of his military service. 
Mr. Bradley’s granddaughter Ana Frank attends 
the Chino Valley district school where students 
held a special event Tuesday for veterans.

See INDUSTRY, Page A2

Magdalena Orozco isn’t 
a veteran, nor does she 
have  family members in 
the military, but when she 
heard stories from James 
Tyrer Jr. about his time in 
the Vietnam War, she felt 
motivated to do something 
for veterans. 

Lee Sandwiches in Chino, 
where Ms. Orozco is an as-
sistant manager, already 
offers veterans and military 
personnel 20 percent off  
their orders everyday but 
she wanted to do some-
thing more.

She is asking veterans to 
bring in photographs from 
their time in service, which 
will be mounted on a wall in 
the restaurant. 

“We have veterans ev-
ery once in awhile, but no 
one has ever told us their 
stories,” said Ms. Orozco, 
who has been with the res-

taurant for more than seven 
years.  

Today, (Nov. 11) is Veter-
ans Day, a time for Ameri-
cans to honor and thank 
those who have served in 
the military. Many Chino 
Valley schools paid hom-
age to veterans throughout 
the week and some Veter-
ans Day events were held 
Friday. However, there's 
still plenty happening today. 
Here are a few events that 
will be taking place.

�Chino American Legion 
Post 299 Auxiliary and Sons 
of the American Legion will 
offer soup and sandwiches 
at noon to veterans and 
their families. The post is lo-
cated at 13759 Central Ave.

�Chino added 45 bricks 
honoring service people 
to Chino Liberty Courtyard 
that was dedicated on Nov. 

See VETERANS, Page A3
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The Week AHEAD
Saturday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day See Page A1.
Jack and the Giant, 7 p.m., 

fi nal show, Chino Community 
Theatre. See Page B5.

Chino Tea Party, 9 a.m., Ar-
chibald’s Drive-Thru, 15421 
Fairfi eld Ranch Road, Chino 
Hills. See Page B4.

Veterans Day champagne 
brunch and patriotic ceremo-
ny, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Oakmont 
of Chino Hills senior living cen-
ter, 14837 Peyton Drive. Infor-
mation: 962-8692.

Sunday, Nov. 12
Sunday dog hike, 8:45 a.m., 

walk your dog or walk a Price-
less Pets dog, meet at The 
Orphanage, 2587 Chino Hills 
Parkway in the Gordon Ranch 
Marketplace.

Monday, Nov. 13
Cyn in the City “Sip and 

Shop” girls night out, 5 to 8 
p.m., Los Serranos Country 
Club. See Page C8.

Chino Hills Healthy Hills 
Steering Committee meeting, 6 
p.m., Community Center, 14250 

Peyton Drive.
Chino Valley Democratic 

Club, 7 p.m., Lamplighter Chino 
Mobile Home Park, 4400 Phila-
delphia St. See Page B4.

Chino planning commis-
sion, 7 p.m., council chambers. 
See Page B1.

Tuesday, Nov. 14
Chino Valley Unifi ed School 

District, State of the District Ad-
dress, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., Chino 
Hills High, 16150 Pomona 
Rincon Rd., Chino Hills. See this 
page.

Chino Hills city council, 7 
p.m., council chambers.

Toy story party at library, 4 
to 7 p.m., Chino Hills Branch Li-
brary, 14020 City Center Drive. 
See Page B4.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
Vietnam battle commemo-

rated, 10 a.m., Yanks Aviation 
Museum, 7000 Merrill Ave. at 
the Chino Airport. See Page A3.

Friends of the Chino Hills 
Branch Library meeting, 6:30 
p.m., conference room inside 
the library, 14020 City Center 

Drive.
Chino Hills Parks and Rec-

reation Commission, 7 p.m., 
council chambers.

Thursday, Nov. 16
2018 Season Preview for 

season ticket holders, 7 p.m., 
Chino Community Theatre, 
13123 Seventh St. See Page B5

Chino Valley school board, 
7 p.m., district offi ce, 5130 Riv-
erside Drive, Chino.

Great American Smokeout, 
4 to 6 p.m., art showcase, activi-
ties encouraging people to stop 
using tobacco, Chino Teen Cen-
ter, 13196 Monte Vista Ave.

Chino Valley Women’s 
Group Thanksgiving event 
and luncheon, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Los Serranos Country 
Club, 15656 Yorba Ave. in Chino 
Hills. See Page B4.

Advance directive work-
shop, 5:30 to 7 p.m., free, learn 
how to prepare an advance di-
rective before a hospital stay, 
Chino Valley Medical Center, 
5451 Walnut Ave. See Page C8.

“Bingo at the Barn,” hosted 
by the Chino Hills 55+ Club, 

doors open at 11:15 a.m. and 
games begin at 12:30 p.m., 
McCoy Equestrian Center. See 
Page B5.

Friday, Nov. 17
Free movie “God Knows 

Where I Am.” Doors open at 
6:30 p.m., movie starts at 7 
p.m., Inland Hills Church. See 
Page B4.

2018 Season Preview for the 
general public, 7 p.m., Chino 
Community Theatre, 13123 
Seventh St.

Christmas tree lighting at 
The Shoppes at Chino Hills, 7 
p.m. See Page C8.

Saturday, Nov. 18
Food preservation 101, 8:30 

to 9:30 a.m., Healthy Chino 
garden workshop, Chino Com-
munity Garden, 5976 Riverside 
Drive.

Taste of Flight Gala, 5 p.m., 
Chino Airport, Planes of Fame 
Air Museum. See Page B4.

Friends of Boys Republic 
auction and dinner, 6 p.m., 
Boys Republic, 1907 Boys Re-
public Drive. See Page B4.

1

Call now! Medicare Annual Enrollment ends December 7.

1-866-864-3380 (TTY: 711)
7 days a week, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. www.ca.hnplans.com/shopnow Se habla español.
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Mon., 11/13 at 10 a.m. 
Denny’s 
702 E. Highland Ave. 
San Bernardino

Mon., 11/13 at 1 p.m. 
Mimi’s Cafe 
395 E. Hospitality Ln. 
San Bernardino

Wed., 11/15 at 10:30 a.m. 
Coco’s Bakery Restaurant 
60 W. Foothill Blvd. 
Upland

Wed., 11/15 at 2 p.m. 
Claim Jumper Restaurant 
12499 E. Foothill Blvd. 
Rancho Cucamonga

Fri., 11/17 at 10 a.m. 
Coco’s Bakery Restaurant 
7269 Haven Ave. 
Rancho Cucamonga

Fri., 11/17 at 2:30 p.m. 
Iron Skillet Restaurant 
805 N. Euclid Ave. 
Ontario

Cannabis
Continued from Page A1

keep a working fi re extin-
guisher in the same room 
where the plants are stored, 
and the plants or any mate-
rial from the plants in excess 
of 28.5 grams must be kept 
in a locked space. 

“The indoor regulation es-
sentially makes sure grow-
ing doesn’t have a negative 
infl uence on the surrounding 
environment,” Mr. Galante 
said.

Mr. Galante added that 
there were requirements for 
a space to meet the qualifi -
cation of “private residence,” 
to prevent people from sim-

ply gutting homes and using 
them primarily as marijuana 
cultivation sites. 

The house or apartment 
must have fully functional 
and usable kitchens, bath-
rooms and bedroom areas 
and is prohibited from being 
used primarily for marijuana 
cultivation. 

The residence must also 
continue to meet parking 
standards, so entire garages 
can’t be completely convert-
ed into cultivation areas. 

Tenants would also need 
consent from a landlord or 
property owner to grow mari-
juana on the property. 

Marijuana cultivation will 
be regulated like any other 
code enforcement issue, said 

Mr. Galante, and will rely on 
community complaints to ini-
tiate  investigations.

“In a practical sense, we 
aren’t going to have mari-
juana police that go around 
and visit every home,” Mayor 
Eunice Ulloa said. “I would 
assume that a neighbor who 
noticed suspicious activity 
would be calling the city to 
complain.”

According to David Wert, 
public information offi cer 
for San Bernardino County, 
Chino’s marijuana ordinance 
falls in line with county poli-
cies, which would regulate 
communities in Chino’s 
sphere of infl uence. 

The City of Chino Hills has 
a similar ordinance. 

Chino city manager Matt 
Ballantyne said the cities of 
La Verne, Pomona and Fon-
tana have adopted similar 
ordinances. The city of San 
Bernardino allows commer-
cial cannabis use. 

Chino council member 
Gary George raised a ques-
tion about violating federal 
law which still prohibits any 
and all marijuana use and 
cultivation.  

Mr. Galante admitted the 
answer would rely on the po-
litical climate. 

“The council is following 
the law as strict as the state 
will allow you to follow it,” 
he said. "I don’t see Chino’s 
ordinance ever coming into 
confl ict with federal law.”

Chino Valley school dis-
trict will hold its 2016-17 
State of the District ad-
dress Tuesday, Nov. 14 
at Chino Hills High, 16150 
Pomona Rincon Road.

School board president 
Sylvia Orozco will deliver 
the free public address 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in 
the Chino Hills High the-
ater.

A paid reception will be 
held in the multi-purpose 
room from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. with food and enter-
tainment provided by stu-
dents.

Tickets to the reception 
are $20.

Information: chinoval 
leychamberofcommerce.
com.

School district offers free 
state-of-affairs address 

Industry
Continued from Page A1

mizes its value for the ben-
efi t of public agencies.

“The actions taken by 
the successor agency and 
oversight board to sell Tres 
Hermanos to the City of 
Industry for less than half 
its value so Industry could 
have more cash to develop 
a massive solar generating 
facility is clearly inconsis-
tent with the plan and Dia-

mond Bar believes a court 
will agree,” Mr. Fox said.

When asked if a 
450-megawatt solar fac-
tory is being proposed, an 
Industry spokesperson stat-
ed: “The City of Industry has 
never said they are doing a 
project of that size. Others 
have said that but not the 
city.”

The spokesperson added, 
“Industry has been very 
public with its commitment 
regarding Tres Hermanos 
on preserving open space, 
recreation space, and ex-

ploring public projects.”
According to lawsuits fi led 

by Chino Hills and Diamond 
Bar against Industry, the In-
dustry city council on Oct. 
12 ratifi ed a master ground 
lease with San Gabriel Val-
ley Water and Power, LLC, 
for a solar project “with an 
aggregate of 450 mega-
watts of rated annual out-
put” on Tres Hermanos and 
the adjacent land parcels, 
from which Industry would 
receive signifi cant fi nancial 
benefi t.

The lease’s amendments 

contain language that the 
lease does not constitute 
an entitlement to develop 
any particular project on all 
or any portion of the total 
site, and that the landlord 
(Industry) will not issue any 
approval or entitlement to 
proceed with any project 
until compliance with the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act is completed.

Chino Hills city attorney 
Mark Hensley said the doc-
uments he studied provide 
that the solar facility could 
be up to 450 megawatts, 

but there are various num-
bers in various documents.

He said Industry gener-
ally denies that it has plans, 
but when documents are 
pointed out, Industry states 
those documents are incor-
rect.

He said Industry refuses 
to publicly disclose what it 

is doing.
“When you are constantly 

working to hide the facts 
from the public and are 
untruthful when you are 
caught, it results in a lot 
of mistrust and confusion. 
Their documents are all we 
have to rely on," Mr. Hens-
ley said.


