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A few people have
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. When the fire finally exhausted itself, 29, 000
| acres in Santa Ana Canyon were scorched.
Ash floated down on the surrounding cities.
For miles, breathing the air was like standing '
' over a fire pit. Hundreds of homes burned, and e Claire Schlo;t‘tve: -
millions of dollars of property - from furniture to ; di z:g:f':fx;ﬁg for
family heirlooms - was destroyed. Evreeryone, o

One week from Saturday will mark the five- the Madron

year anniversary of the Freeway Complex Fire, ' )
the horrific merging of two blazes that burned
vast portions of north Orange, San Bernardmo
and Riverside counties.

Among the fire’s collateral damage was the
proposed Canyon Crest housing development,
with 165 single-family homes slated to be spread
over 367.5 acres of Carbon Canyon, a likely prop-
erty-tax boon for Brea. ‘

The project, controversial for myriad reasons,
had been ill-fated long before the Freeway Com-
plex Fire, having germinated as a potential de-
velopment in 1999. After numerous false starts
and community contention, the project had
made its way through the Plannmg Commission
‘ by June 2008. : ‘
W Fire ravages Carbon i ‘ , iths later, the inferno blackened the
Canyon in 200 . ‘ ¢ °

of a decaul
ant\cipatmq the battle
of the Madrona
development that is
soon to take place.

~onl ‘ an elllpSls in the development’s tlme line.

SEE HOMES e PAGE 13

S e A S SR R S e R e e s

~ Columnist Terri Daxon examines
the march toward Madrona. SEE PAGE 6 ’

Fire hazards
The city, the developers and
the opponents all agree th
it is a matter of when - not if
- another fire will rip through
the Carbon Canyon area a
- threaten the Madrona
housing development.
But the city contends that
fire-safety plan will keep
people out of harm's way.
. Opponents say the plan is
inadequate.

. SEE PAGE 13
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