
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

SPOTTER / SKYWARN 

TRAINING CLASS 

WHERE: Chino Hills State Park Discovery Center 
 4500 Carbon Canyon Rd, Brea, Ca 92832  

WHEN: Apr 7, 2012, 2:00 to 4:30PM 
COST: FREE 

WHO CAN ATTEND: ANYONE 18+ THAT WOULD LIKE TO HELP NWS 
WITH GROUND TRUTH INFOMATION WEATHER REPORTS. SCOUTS 
AND EXPLORERS WORKING ON MERIT BADGES ARE WELCOME. 

PURPOSE: TO UNDERSTAND THE LOCAL WEATHER IN A BETTER 
LIGHT, AND THE EFFECT IT CAN HAVE ON YOUR DAILY ACTIVITY. 

RSVP: PHILL DUPREE - pdupree@bdcecs.org 

A weather spotter is a person who observes significant weather and relays the information to the 
National Weather Service (NWS).  

When spotters note a significant weather event, either from their homes or while on the road, they call an 
800 number, give their spotter number and relay the information in a brief, to the point message.  

Significant events can be heavy surf, waterspouts, strong winds, intense rain, snow, hail, thunderstorms, 
flooding, thick fog, extreme heat or cold, even tornadoes. Some areas within the forecast area have little 
or no sources of weather information. The spotter reports help fill those gaps that radar and satellites 
can't cover. 

The spotters' data, which includes location, elevation and a description of the severity of the conditions, 
can help the NWS formulate and pinpoint advisories or warnings. When appropriate, the NWS gives the 
information to flood control agencies, the state Office of Emergency Services, the county Office of 
Disaster Preparedness, various police and fire departments, the California Highway Patrol and other 
agencies that deal with weather related emergencies. 

Sometimes, the NWS will call a spotter for an observance if radar or satellite images indicate something 
could be happening in an area, even if there have been no reports. Spotters can provide valuable 
confirmation. 

The NWS' SkywarnTM system is a similar but more sophisticated and proactive spotter network. During 
severe weather outbreaks, the NWS activates SkywarnTM, and spotters in target areas are notified. 
SkywarnTM spotters are then asked to relay observances from locations near potential trouble spots. 
Volunteer ham radio operators staff a station at the weather service office and receive weather 
information from ham radio operators throughout the region. 

 
 


